Special Town Meeting
Town of Morristown
April 28, 2024, 5:30 p.m.

Present: Supervisor, Frank Putman; Councilman, David VanArnam; Councilman, Shawn
Macaulay; Councilman, Chris Coffin

Others Present: Dean Hoffman, Highway Superintendent; Debra Pinger, Deputy Town Clerk;
Matthew J. Cooper, P.E., Vice President, Barton & Loguidice; Taylor J. Jennings, P.E., Managing
Engineer, Barton & Loguidice; and several Community Members.

Called to Order: Supervisor Putman called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m.

Pledge: Councilman Macaulay led the pledge, and all said it.

Report from Barton and Loguidice:

Status of Existing Water Tower
Engineer Jennings presented initial findings on the condition of the existing town water tower.

He noted that part of the water project includes some rehab of the water tower. Initial inspection
revealed failing coating on the inside of the tower that could also be occurring on the outside.
Inspections must be completed every 5 years, and because the last inspection was completed in
2021. He recommended a full inspection to learn the exact condition and update the code.
Pittsburg Tank and Tower Group did the last full inspection, and they recommended using them
again. This will be an eligible project expense of the water project budget, and once funding is in
place, the town will be reimbursed. Frank will see to the interim financing.

A motion was made to move forward with the full inspection by Councilman Macauley and
seconded by Councilman Coffin.

Vote: Councilman VanArnam — Aye, Councilman Coffin — Aye, Councilman Macaulay —
Aye, Supervisor Putman — Aye. Motion carried 4 Ayes.

Status of Water Project Funding

The council members and Barton and Loguidice representatives discussed potential bonds for the
project and the status of temporary funding due to the need to pay bills that will come in. They
noted they are lining up a surveyor, a soil sampling company, and meeting with water treatment
equipment manufacturers.

Report on Black Lake Sewer Study Summary

In 2023, the Town of Morristown received a $50,000 environmental Planning Grant to evaluate
the feasibility of constructing a water treatment plant on Black Lake to help reduce the algal
blooms. Black Lake has been categorized as a 303(d) impaired water body since 1998 due to




excessive phosphorus levels. Potential sources of phosphorus are septic systems within the
watershed and agricultural runoff. Since 2012, the NYS Citizens Statewide Lake Assessment
Program has reported that public bathing is impaired by harmful algal blooms. Grants may be
available to help fix the problem.

The Barton & Loguidice Summary Plan considered three construction options at approximately
$60 million, $53 million, and $56 million. Costs are high due to the need to pump water to a
treatment plan that would discharge to a river or stream that is not Black Lake. The estimated
annual cost per Equivalent Dwelling Unit (EDU) is $1073. The recommended plant would be an
SBR with a polishing filter.

Barton & Loguidice has distributed interest surveys to all residents in the affected area. So far, 70
have come back. 80% have responded with no.

Resolution: The resolution before the board is to move forward with the next phase of an
environmental impact study, which will be needed if the project moves forward.

A Motion to approve the resolution was made by Councilman Van Arnam and seconded by
Councilman Coffin. Vote: Councilman VanArnam — Aye, Councilman Coffin — Aye,
Councilman Macaulay — Aye, Supervisor Putman — Aye. Motion carried 4 Ayes.

Bayside Park Bathhouse Roof
The bayside park bathhouse needs a new roof as the shingles are starting to leak. Subsequently,

discussions were held with several potential vendors who chose not to submit a bid. Because the
town has had a positive experience with the firm that submitted a bid for $7,900, a motion to
move forward was made by Councilman VanArnam and seconded by Councilman Macauley.

Town Generator

Superintendent Hoffman reported that the town generator has been in Syracuse to be fixed since
March 31st. Repairs could cost up to $21,000 with no guarantee. The warranty ran out in August
of 2024. Councilman Macauley and Supervisor Putman agreed to use a lawyer to work on a
reduction of the company's charges for unsuccessful repairs. The council agreed that Hwy.
Superintendent Hoffman should proceed to price options for a new generator.

Adjournment: Councilman Macaulay motioned to adjourn, seconded by Supervisor Coffin. The
meeting was adjourned at 7:16 pm. The board then moved into executive session.

Minutes prepared and respectfully submitted by:
Debra Pinger, Deputy Town Clerk
4/2025



