
Town Board Meeting Minutes 
Town of Morristown 
September 9, 2025 
 
Called to Order: The meeting was called to order by Supervisor Putman at 6:00 pm. 
 
Present: Deputy Supervisor Chris Coffin; Councilman Shawn Macaulay; Councilman David VanArnam; 
Councilwoman Anita Turner. 
 
Excused: Supervisor Frank Putman. 
 
Others Present: Dean Hoffman, Highway Superintendent; Lisa Thompson, Code Officer; Jill Sullivan, Town 
Clerk; Deb Pinger, Deputy Town Clerk; Community Members.   
 
Pledge: Councilman Macaulay led the pledge, which was recited by all.    
 
Approval of Minutes: Councilman VanArnam made a motion to accept August 12, 2025, regular Board 
meeting minutes as presented. The motion was seconded by Councilwoman Turner. 
 
Vote: Councilman Macaulay – Aye; Deputy Supervisor, Coffin – Aye; Councilman VanArnam - Aye; 
Councilwoman Turner - Aye; The Motion carried 4 Ayes.     
 
Correspondence:  ​ The following were received and reviewed:  

1) NYMIR Annual Report  
​​ ​ ​ 2) NYS Park & Recreation Historic Preservation Grant Letter of denial 
​​ ​ ​ 3) St. Lawrence County Risk Management Inspection Report 
​​ ​ ​ 4) Home and Community – Pro Housing letter informing us of being in good standing.       
 
Public Comment:   
 

Joe Lightfoot, St. Lawrence County Board of Legislators, reported that the County had their internal 
audit and there were no findings.  A committee has been formed to investigate the problems, such as 
equipment failure at the Solid Waste Transfer station, and find solutions for those problems.  Mr. 
Lightfoot discussed blighted property and the process to get rid of them, and how the county is looking to 
avoid the County taking on the burden of the blighted properties. The County pays the towns for the 
assessed amount due and not getting those funds back.      
 
George Cosler, stated he owns property on Lina Street and will be removing a trailer from it making it a 
vacant lot and asked if the Town could remove the sewer pod. Dean said it can be removed with the 
board’s approval.  
 

MOTION 
Councilman VanArnam made a motion to remove the sewer pod at George Cosler’s vacant lot on Lina 
Street. Councilman Macaulay seconded the motion.     
 
Vote: Councilman Macaulay – Aye; Deputy Supervisor, Coffin – Aye; Councilman VanArnam - Aye; 
Councilwoman Turner - Aye; The Motion carried 4 Ayes.     
 

John Newtown asked if there was any discussion about a new town building. Councilman VanArnam 
stated no.  John stated that there is no parking and if you have to park at the upper level, the stairs make it 
difficult to get down the hill and the stairs in the building are a disaster.  Deputy Supervisor Coffin stated 
that there was little discussion about a new building when we were planning the rebuilding of the Town 
barn, but some say yes, it is necessary, and some say it is not necessary. He stated that when issues arise, 
we make notes and put them on the table.  
 
Kenny Moore said Lisa does need a new office, but she does help by going downstairs to meet people.   
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Phil Cree asked what is wrong with this old Village Office building? Councilman VanArnam said last 
time the quote came in over 2 million dollars to renovate as needed and he finds it unnecessary to spend 
that much tax dollars.   

Old Business 
 

Financial Statement: Deputy Supervisor Coffin reported that the statement has been distributed and there 
are no concerns at this time with the finances.  

 
Water Project: We are working on gathering all the information for the BAN so it can be closed on 
October 23, 2025.   

     
Bayside Park Pavilion Update: There have been several questions about the specifics of the pavilion at 
Bayside Park.  There has been a study committee appointed and it includes – Deb Pinger, Jill Martin, 
Anne Marie FitzRandolph, Chris Coffin, and Jessica Paquette.  They will meet Wednesday, Sept 10, 2025, 
at 5:45 pm and will bring recommendations back to the October Town Board meeting.  
 
Jay Moore suggested the committee be more diversified. Kenny Moore asked why there can’t be 
improvements made to the Fire Department pavilion. Jay Moore said now that he has a vested interest, he 
wants it to appease everyone throughout the town.   
 
Phil Cree volunteered to participate on the committee.      
     ​  
Heating Bids: We did not receive any heating fuel bids. We will readvertise for next month.  

 
Sand Bids: We received one bid from Stouts Ready-Mix for three years 25-26 Winter season $7.25 per 
ton; Winter season 26-27 $7.50 per ton; and Winter season 27-28 $7,75 per ton. The quote is for materials 
to be loaded onto Town trucks at Stouts Ready-Mix pit at 794 Sand Street, Brier Hill.   

 
MOTION 

Councilman VanArnam made a motion to accept the Sand Bid from Stouts Ready-Mix as submitted. The 
motion was seconded by Councilman Macaulay. 

 
Vote: Deputy Supervisor Coffin – Aye; Councilman Macaulay – Aye; Councilmen VanArnam – Aye; 
Councilwoman Turner - Aye.  Motion carried 4 Ayes. 
 

Assessor Position Update: We have advertised the Assessor Position.     
 
New Business:   
 

2026 Budget: The process began with a budget workshop last week. Deputy Supervisor Coffin will work 
on a balance sheet for the water & sewer districts for the next budget workshop on Thursday, October 9, 
2025, at 6:00 pm. 
 
Acceptance of Sheppard’s Survey of Bay Street Property: A copy of the survey map was presented for 
the parcel on Bay Street is 1.18 acres of property is for real sale without sewer hookup.  
 

  MOTION 
Councilman Macaulay made a motion to approve the survey by Sheppard Surveying. The motion was 
seconded by Councilman VanArnam. 
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Vote: Deputy Supervisor Coffin – Aye; Councilman Macaulay – Aye; Councilmen VanArnam – Aye; 
Councilwoman Turner - Aye.  Motion carried 4 Ayes. 

 
Department Reports  
 

Jill Sullivan, Town Clerk, reported that the office has been very busy.  The Town emails and website 
have been converted from .org to .gov.  

 
Dean Hoffman, Highway Superintendent, reported that they had a NYMIR Insurance inspection and 
there were a few minor findings such as wording for bid advertising and process, the library needs an exit 
sign, the playground needs rubber on the ground around it, the Gazebo needs new handrails.  They are 
recommending that we install a fuse on the batteries to prevent potential fires since the wires get so hot.   
 
There was an incident up by the water tower field. A sewer drain cover was flipped over and a child fell 
and got cut and had to get stitches.  The DPW workers did make sure it was safe and secure.  It is 
unknown how the cover got flipped over.  
 
The crews are brush hogging and finishing sidewalks for the season.  The new Plow Truck and DPW 
truck have arrived.  Feel free to come look at them anytime.       
 
Lisa Thompson, Code Officer, reported that she will request a public hearing for the Land Use 
-Ordinance Law updates on setbacks for shoreline when they are complete.  There have been questions 
about fences within the town, so that needs to be made more understandable.  4 more notices have gone 
out for unsafe structurers. 
 
The sale did not happen on the Oak Point property, so the next step is for the town to have an asbestos 
study and then find a contractor to demo.   
 

MOTION 
Councilman Macaulay made a motion to proceed with the asbestos Study. The motion was seconded by 
Councilman VanArnam. 
 
Vote: Councilman Macaulay – Aye; Deputy Supervisor, Coffin – Aye; Councilman VanArnam - Aye; 
Councilwoman Turner - Aye; The Motion carried 4 Ayes.     

 
 Janet Newtown reported that the open house at the One Room School House was very successful, and 
she would like to have another in the Spring.    

 
Other Business: 

 
NY Forward Grant Update: Anne Marie FitzRandolph gave an update on the application and stated 
they had three productive planning meetings. A letter of intent will be submitted by October 17th for the 
NY Forward grant. Currently there are 11 projects and the Riverwalk with a gazebo or pavilion being the 
big project. We have gotten assistance from Forth Coast. The deadline for any projects to be submitted on 
November 7th.  We are waiting on the Iron Horse and Ellas projects.  There are 12 proposals in our area 
for the grant.   
 
Kathy Hunter asked what the intent is for the Newby property for these projects.  
 
There is an appraisal being conducted on that property, and it may come to a petition for the town to 
purchase it.           
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Adjournment: Councilman Macaulay motioned to adjourn the meeting and go into executive Session for 
personnel reasons. Councilman VanArnam seconded the motion.   
  
The meeting was adjourned at 7:28 and executive session began.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Minutes prepared and respectfully submitted by: 
Jill Sullivan, Town Clerk 
September 2025 


