Town Board Meeting Minutes
Town of Morristown
May 13, 2025

Called to Order: The meeting was called to order by Supervisor Putman at 6:00 pm.

Present: Supervisor, Frank Putman; Deputy Supervisor, Chris Coffin; Councilman, Shawn Macaulay;
Councilman, David VanArnam.

Excused: Councilman, Gary Turner

Others Present: Dean Hoffman, Highway Superintendent; Jill Sullivan, Town Clerk, Lisa Thompson, Code
Officer; Community Members.

Pledge: Councilman Macaulay led the pledge, and it was said by all.

Approval of Minutes: Councilman VanArnam made a motion to accept the April 8, 2025, meeting minutes
as written. The motion was seconded by Councilman Macaulay.

Councilman Macaulay made a motion to accept the April 28, 2025, meeting minutes as written. The motion
was seconded by Councilman VanArnam.

Vote: Councilman Macaulay — Aye; Deputy Supervisor, Coffin — Aye; Councilman VanArnam - Aye;
Supervisor Putman — Aye. Motion carried 4 Ayes.

Correspondence:
1. Barton and Loguidice presented the Board with an update on the Water project and the Blake Lake

Sewer Study.

Public Comment: Chris and Lori Fay spoke about their concerns with the Museum’s summer concert location on
Main Street which is right in front of their property. There are concerns about the traffic, noise, and people
coming onto their property. They feel the concerts are a good thing for the Museum and they do a good job.
They could see closing the street once a year for a block party but not every week of the summer.

Traffic control is trying to be done during set-up and tare down, but it is still not all that safe. There are many
other locations throughout the hamlet.

Supervisor Putman stated that they will be parking vehicles on each side of the concert area to block it off. Two
of the larger and loader concerts have been moved behind the museum.

Deputy Supervisor Coffin spoke as a member of the Museum. He respects the concerns and states that having the
concerts at a different location such as the pavilion, there are less donations and attendance. He invited Chris and
Lori Fay to the meeting at the museum on Wednesday, May 14, 25 at 6:30 pm. As a Town Council member, he
stated that the Town and Museum are willing to work together on the situation.

Black L.ake Association: Representative Steve Roof stated that they are seeking financial assistance to help with
the testing in different arears of Black Lake, being provided by St. Lawrence University professor, Brad Baldwin.

The Association is also working with New York State Parks & Rec for more docks and cameras at the boat
launch. Marking the channel at the south end is another project in progress.

Supervisor Putman stated that the last conversation was with Bill Dashnaw and stated that the Town would be
supportive but would like to see some financial reports. Steve left a report to be shared with the Councilmen.

The long-range goal is to maintain and keep the lake clean and stop the pollution. Black Lake has been down
graded to a “B” from an “A”.
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Old Business:
1. Financial Report: The financial statements were distributed.

2. Streetlights: More streetlights are needed on Bay Street and one on Main Street in front of
Ella’s. There is one pole left and one more to come when National Grid completes the 3
phrase service on Bay Street. There was discussion about how the LED lights illuminate
down and not out and there are some that have malfunctioned.

Deputy Supervisor Coffin stated that public safety is the main concern and for the low cost, if
someone requests streetlights, we should get them put up.

MOTION
Deputy Supervisor, Coffin made a motion to proceed with the installation of one light in front of Ellas and
one or two on Bay Street. Supervisor Putman seconded the motion.

Vote: Deputy Supervisor Coffin — Aye; Councilman Macaulay — Aye; Councilmen VanArnam — Aye;
Supervisor Putman — Aye. Motion carried 4 Ayes.

New Business:

1. Charter Communication Agreement: The franchise agreement with Charter
Communications (Spectrum) is due for renewal. A public hearing is needed prior to
renewing the agreement. The Public Hearing has been scheduled for 5:30 pm on June 10,
2025, prior to the regular Board meeting.

2. Town of Hermon Hold Harmless Agreement Resolution: The Town of Hermon is asking
for a Hold Harmless agreement for shared service with the Town of Morristown for highway.

MOTION
Councilman VanArnam made a motion to sign the Town of Hermon Hold Harmless Agreement for shared
services with the Town of Morriston. Councilman Macaulay seconded the motion.

Vote: Deputy Supervisor Coffin — Aye; Councilman Macaulay — Aye; Councilmen VanArnam — Aye;
Supervisor Putman — Aye. Motion carried 4 Ayes.

3. Retaining Wall on Main Street: The wall is deteriorating on Main Street behind Vicki
Savino’s property. Vicki Savino would like to purchase the paper street from the Town which
is adjacent to her property. There are water lines on the sidewalk side — the repairs would be
contractable and not for the town. Deputy Supervisor Coffin asked if this needs immediate
attention or can it wait. Dean Hoffman stated that the current wall project on the corner of
Main Street and Water Street costs approximately $136,000 and he is guessing this wall on
Main Street is going to cost at least double that. He is suggesting getting ahead with numbers
by getting an engineering plan. The Council agreed to proceed with the engineer plans and
the costs.

It is not in the best interest for the Town to sell the paper street to Vicki Savino because of the
water and sewer lines running near it which the town is responsible for.
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4. Adoption of the NYS Building Code 1203 updates from 2022: Lisa Thompson stated that
the NY'S Building Code 1203 for unsafe structure updates needs to be adopted by the town
and a Public Hearing is needed to do so. We currently have declared unsafe structures in our
town, and we are actively working on serving papers for one. Lisa asked for help to serve the
individual by hiring a civil servant or having someone from the town to go with her. The
council agrees to hire someone or to get someone from the town to accompany her. We will
address the Adoption of the NY'S Building Code during the Public Hearing on May 14, 2025.

5. Open burning within the Hamlet: It is NY State law that there is no open burning within a
Village, but we are now a hamlet, and the law does not reflect hamlet. It was suggested to
research the law.

MOTION

Councilman Macaulay made a motion to consult with Attorney Silver and obtain a local law. Supervisor
Putman seconded the motion.

Vote: Deputy Supervisor Coffin — Aye; Councilman Macaulay — Aye; Councilmen VanArnam — Aye;
Supervisor Putman — Aye. Motion carried 4 Ayes.

stated that wall project on Mian Street and Water Street is coming along. The footers are coming
next week.

Dean would like to proceed with binding & paving at the boat launch. He would like to use Phills
Paving or Middlemiss. They have both been good and priced reasonable. He will get quotes
from them.

MOTION

Supervisor Putman made a motion to proceed with the binding and paving project at the boat lauch as
presented. Councilman Macaulay seconded the motion.

Vote: Deputy Supervisor Coffin - Aye; Councilman Macaulay — Aye; Councilmen VanArnam — Aye;
Supervisor Putman — Aye. Motion carried 4 Ayes.

Department Reports:

Town Clerk: Jill Sullivan stated that she attended the annual Clerk’s conference and an big
topic was cyber security. The state is mandating that all NYS municipalities and agencies to have
a .gov website and emails by December 21, 2025. Jill will be in contact with CST group to set up
the emails once the website has been obtained, which Deb Pinger will be handling. Also the even
year election law has been overturned by the courts and as of right now anyone running for an
elected position in November can expect their term to be shortened by a year.

Highway Department: Dean Hoffman

Dean stated that the topcoat on the walking trail can be completed because the water lines will be
going on the opposite side of the road.

Dean received two bids for the lawn mower that needs to be replaced. It was added to the budget
and approved last year but we didn’t proceed with it. The bids received were from John Deere

and Kubota for $40,000. Dean would rather purchase the John Deere.

MOTION

Deputy Supervisor Coffin made a motion to accept the bid from John Deere to purchase the lawn mower.
Councilman VanArnam seconded the motion.
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Vote: Deputy Supervisor Coffin - Aye; Councilman Macaulay — Aye; Councilmen VanArnam — Aye;
Supervisor Putman — Aye. Motion carried 4 Aye

The auction sales were approximately $30,000, which was good. Dean asked for executive
session.

Code Enforcement: Lisa Thompson provided a written report and stated that construction is
picking up. There are concerns with the brick house on Main Street next to the bank. Washburn
was contracted to conduct an inspection. The report says that the structure is unsafe and needs to
be demoed. With safety being and issue it will get torn down immediately. The owner has been
contacted.

The masonic temple’s main structure is being renovated. The church on Main Street has been
purchased and will remain a church. Lisa asked to go into executive session.

Town Assessor and Town Historian: Written reports were provided.

Dog Control: AG and Market conducted their regular inspections and found the facility
unsatisfactory. Supervisor Putman sent Dan Moyer an email asking what his plan of correction is
to obtain a satisfactory inspection. He is waiting for a response.

Other Business: Bid opening for paving 2.24 miles of the Center Road. We received a bid from Heidelberg for
$93.50 per ton.

MOTION
Deputy Supervisor Coffin made a motion to accept the bid from Heidelberg to pave 2.24 miles of the Center
Road. Councilman VanArnam seconded the motion.

Vote: Deputy Supervisor Coffin - Aye; Councilman Macaulay — Aye; Councilmen VanArnam — Aye;
Supervisor Putman — Aye. Motion carried 4 Aye

Deputy Supervisor Coffin mentioned that the state budget has been approved, and it looks like CHIPS has been
increased. So that would indicate that we should be able to do more paving.

Executive Session: At 7:23 pm Councilman Macaulay made a motion to go into Executive Session for
Personnel and Litigation reasons. Councilman VanArnam seconded the motion.

Vote: Deputy Supervisor Coffin - Aye; Councilman Macaulay — Aye; Councilmen VanArnam — Aye;
Supervisor Putman — Aye. Motion carried 4 Aye

Executive session ended at 8:05 pm with no action taken.

Adjournment: Upon motion by Supervisor Putman, and seconded by Councilman Macaulay, the meeting was
adjourned at 8:05 pm.

Minutes prepared and respectfully submitted by:
Jill Sullivan, Town Clerk
May 2025



