
Public Hearing/Town Board Meeting Minutes 
Town of Morristown 
June 10, 2025 
 
Public Hearing: Supervisor Frank Putman opened the Public Hearing at 5:35 pm.  The purpose of the Public 
Hearing is to discuss the Charter Communication Franchise Agreement and New York State Code 1203, unsafe 
structure. 
 
Rick Johnson stated that he was interested in Broadband when the lines were being installed in front of his house 
but was told he could not be, but the state park could be because they are a dedicated line.  He would like to see 
some competition and asked why a 15-year agreement and not a shorter term?  Councilmen agreed that a 15-year 
agreement was long and that we should inquire about shortening it. There was discussion about the lines that were 
installed throughout different areas in the county during COVID and didn’t serve the entire area, such as Brier 
Hill. Supervisor Putman stated he will reach out to Charter Communications to see about shortening the 
agreement term.   
 
Lisa Thompson, Code Enforcement Officer stated that the NYS Building Code 1203, unsafe structure, was 
mandated in 2022, but Morristown did not adopt it.  The information on the Law was distributed to each 
Councilman and available to the public prior to the hearing.  Being state-mandated, changes cannot be made to it.  
 
The Public Hearing ended at 5:53 pm.     
 
At 5:53 Lisa Thompson asked for an executive session for litigation reasons.  
 

MOTION 
Supervisor, Frank Putman, made a motion to go into an Executive Session for litigation reasons.  
Councilman, David VanArnam seconded the motion.    
 
Executive session ended at 5:59 pm with no action taken.  
 
Called to Order: The meeting was called to order by Supervisor Frank Putman at 6:02 pm. 
 
Present: Supervisor, Frank Putman; Deputy Supervisor, Chris Coffin; Councilman, Shawn Macaulay; 
Councilman, David VanArnam. 
 
Excused: Councilman, Gary Turner 
 
Others Present: Dean Hoffman, Highway Superintendent; Jill Sullivan, Town Clerk, Lisa Thompson, Code 
Officer; Several Community Members.   
 
Pledge:  Councilman Macaulay led the pledge, and it was said by all.    
 
Approval of Minutes: Deputy Supervisor, Chris Coffin made a motion to accept May 13, 2025, meeting 
minutes as written. The motion was seconded by Councilman, Shawn Macaulay.  
 
Vote: Councilman, Shawn Macaulay – Aye; Deputy Supervisor, Coffin – Aye; Councilman, David 
VanArnam - Aye; Supervisor, Frank Putman – Aye.  Motion carried 4 Ayes.     
 
Correspondence: There was no correspondence.  
 
Public Comment: Chris and Lori Fay spoke about their concerns with the Museum’s summer concert location on 
Main Street which is right in front of their property.  There are concerns about the traffic, noise, and people 
coming onto their property.  They feel the concerts are a good thing for the Museum and they do a good job.  They 
attended the meeting at the Museum, and they were told a meeting would be set up for all parties involved, Town 
Board, Museum Board and Chris & Lori Fay.  They never got a notification of a meeting but did receive a letter 
from the museum, which was distributed to Town Board members prior to this meeting. They do not want to  
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stop the concerts; they would just like them to move to a different location.  
 
Councilman, Shawn Macaulay stated he has been against it from day one and would like to see it at Bayside Park.  
 
Supervisor, Frank Putman stated that it’s not up to the Town Board to decide where the Museum wants to move it.  
 
There was a lengthy discussion about negotiating the location.  The pavilion at the fire hall was a failure because 
there was not as large participation and it was associated with the Fire Department, and Chapman Park had too 
many bugs.  Having it in front of the Museum on Main Street says we are a community.  
 
Councilman, David VanArnam stated the Museum is responsible for blocking off the road and traffic control from 
set-up to tare down, but it is still not completely safe.   
 
Some suggestions included: work this out within a committee; provide Mr. & Mrs. Fay with dedicated parking for 
the evening.   
 
Some concerns about moving it to Bayside Park are that a band stand is needed, better electrical supply, the usage 
of the public boat launch during the concerts, and whether parking would be available since the town doesn’t own 
that property.  Also, the grant was written with Main Street as the location, contracts are in place with the bands.   
 
It was mentioned by a resident that he remembers Bayside Park being built for this reason, a place to hold events. 
It doesn’t seem moving it to Bayside would be detrimental to the program.  
 
Jay Moore stated the series is great but has overgrown the current location and it’s not a private event; it’s a public 
event so having it in front of the Museum doesn’t seem necessary.  The Fire Department does ask to block off 
Main Street entirely once per year and there are safety measures taken.  
 
It could be resolved with a formal vote of the Council.   
 
Ann Marie FitzRandolph explained the process it takes to hold the concert series and suggested getting through 
2025 and forming a working committee to get Bayside up and working for the future.  
 

MOTION 
Councilman, David VanArnam made a motion to allow this year’s (2025) concert series to happen on Main 
Street in Morristown and to move the 2026concert series to Bayside Park.  Any permits needed and proof 
of insurance (Certificate of Liability) must be given to the Town.  The motion was seconded by 
Councilman, Shawn Macaulay amending the motion to also assure that Chris & Lori Fay’s driveway is 
completely wide open by moving the concerts further down the street.   
 
Councilman, David VanArnam agrees with the amendment.    
 
Vote:  Councilman, David VanArnam – Aye; Councilman, Shawn Macaulay – Aye; Deputy Supervisor, 
Chris Coffin – Abstained, due to a conflict; Supervisor, Frank Putman – Na.  Motion did not pass with 2- 
Ayes; 1 – Na; and 1 abstention. Not a quorum vote.   
 
Michele Whalen would like to advise residents, with municipal sewer, that if they hear any kind of sounds 
coming from the candy cane to report it because there is more than likely a vacuum leak of some sort. Please do 
not ignore it.  
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Morristown Fire Department: Jay Moore, Chief asked for the Towns support for the July 4th celebration and to 
shut down Main Street up through Champman Street for the Parade.  The fireworks will be held on July 3rd at 
dusk, and the parade is at 10:00 am on July 4th. 
 

 MOTION 
Councilman Shawn Macaulay made a motion to shut Main Street and Chapman Street down on July 4th for 
the Fire Department parade.  Supervisor Putman seconded the motion.   
 
Vote: Councilman Shawn Macaulay – Aye; Councilmen David VanArnam – Aye; Deputy Supervisor Chris 
Coffin – Aye; Supervisor Frank Putman – Aye.  Motion carried 4 Ayes. 
   
County Legislator Joe Lightfoot stated that June is Dairy month in St. Lawrence County.  The state continues to 
reimburse the county $100 per day for housing inmates that are being sentenced from county to state prison. The 
tax rate has not increased, the 2026 budget process will soon begin.  Real Property was given the authorization to 
hire for a Coordinator’s position.  There are mechanical issues with the transfer station equipment.  The state is 
going to demand that the counties take over their Emergency Services.  
       
​Old Business:   
 

1.​ Financial Report: The financial statements were not available.  The National Grid accounts 
have been enrolled in autopay so there will no longer be any late fees.  

 
2.​ Black Lake Association: Supervisor Frank Putman stated that the council was given a report 

on financials.  They have asked the town to contribute toward their efforts on Black Lake.  
 

MOTION 
Councilman David VanArnam made a to contribute $2,500 to the Black Lake Association.  Deputy 
Supervisor, Chris Coffin seconded the motion.   
 
Vote: Deputy Supervisor Chris Coffin – Aye; Councilman Shawn Macaulay – Aye; Councilmen David 
VanArnam – Aye; Supervisor Frank Putman – Aye.  Motion carried 4 Ayes. 
 
New Business:   
 

1.​ Charter Communication Agreement: The public hearing was held prior to the regular 
meeting.   

MOTION 
Deputy Supervisor Chris Coffin made a motion to ask to negotiate a five-year contract with Charter 
Communications. Councilman David VanArnam seconded the motion.   
 
Vote: Councilman Shawn Macaulay – Aye; Councilmen David VanArnam – Aye; Deputy Supervisor Chris 
Coffin – Aye; Supervisor Frank Putman – Aye.  Motion carried 4 Ayes. 
 

2.​ Adoption of the NYS Building Code 1203, unsafe structure: The public hearing was held 
prior to the regular meeting.            

 
MOTION 

Councilman David VanArnam made a motion to adopt the NY State Building Code 1203, unsafe structure.  
Councilman Shawn Macaulay seconded the motion.     
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Vote: Deputy Supervisor Chris Coffin – Aye; Councilman Shawn Macaulay – Aye; Councilmen David 
VanArnam – Aye; Supervisor Frank Putman – Aye.  Motion carried 4 Ayes.      
 

3.​ Open burning within the Hamlet: Andy Silver suggested not doing anything with this 
because it is not policed and homeowners are responsible.   

 
4.​ Water Project and Sewer Study Update: Barton and Loguidice provided an update on the 

water project and the schedule. A Financial Advisor has been contacted for hire and an 
agreement will be produced and forwarded to us for approval at the July meeting.   

 
They also gave an update on the Black Lake Sewer study. The SEQR Process can now be 
completed with a resolution and signature on the Environmental Assessment Form.  This is 
necessary to request the funding and not to pursue the project any further. 
 

  MOTION 
Supervisor Frank Putman made a to proceed with the SEQR resolution and sign the Environment 
Assessment form.  Councilman, David VanArnam seconded the motion.   
 
Vote: Deputy Supervisor Chris Coffin – Aye; Councilman Shawn Macaulay – Aye; Councilmen David 
VanArnam – Aye; Supervisor Frank Putman – Aye.  Motion carried 4 Ayes. 
​​ ​  

5.​ Budget Modifications:  A description of the budget mods was distributed to all councilman 
prior to the meeting. These budget mods are being requested to process the court grant 
(JCAP) monies received for equipment and expended.  
 

   MOTION 
Deputy Supervisor Chris Coffin made a motion to approve the budget modifications for the court (JCAP) 
grant. Councilman David VanArnam seconded the motion.   
 
Vote: Councilman Shawn Macaulay – Aye; Councilmen David VanArnam – Aye; Deputy Supervisor Chris 
Coffin – Aye; Supervisor Frank Putman – Aye.  Motion carried 4 Ayes. 
​​ ​  

6.​ Dean Hoffman stated that residents have been asking if the public showers at Bayside are 
operational.  He stated the showers need to be replaced. The councilman agreed to proceed 
with the repairs and open them to the public.  
 
The roof project on the bath house will begin shortly, it was delayed due to the weather. They 
will also be replacing the railing around the building 

 
Department Reports:   
 

Town Clerk: Jill Sullivan stated that the tax season is wrapping up.  We have been busy with 
everyday business.    
    
Highway Department: The truck we have been waiting for was delayed because of the box 
being damaged by the overhead door at the factory.  We can expect it to be delivered within three 
months.  The truck was not damaged, just the box.  
 
Paving will begin after July 4th.  We received additional CHIPS money, so we are planning on 
paving all of Center Road and Olds Mill Road. 
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Some of the sidewalks on Main Street have been replaced.  The water leak has finally been found 
at the Condos so we will work on getting it fixed. 
 
The generator is still in Syracuse on the trailer, not fixed, and the company has no idea what is 
wrong with it, they told us it would be best used as an anchor. It has been since March 31st, and 
we still have no idea what the problem is.  A new one costs approximately $32,000.00.  Dean is 
trying to work out a deal with them to absorb some of the costs and replace it.  He will bring 
quotes to the July meeting for a new one.    
 
Code Enforcement: Lisa Thompson reported that she has processed a few permits.  There has 
been little movement on the little brick build on Main Street. Brooks Washurn is working on a 
quote for the owner.   
 
Town Assessor and Town Historian: Written reports were provided.  
 

Other Business: There will be a meeting on June 17th at 6:00 pm in front of the museum to map out the location 
for the concerts.  
 
LWRP – Anne Marie FitzRandolph gave an update on the LWRP grant process.  The revised Comprehensive Plan 
will be completed by July 31st so it can be submitted with grant applications.  She introduced Rob Campany from 
Forth Coast.  He is assisting the Town with the NY Forward grant.  Anne Marie presented a list of people who are 
interested in sitting on the committee and is asking for the board to appoint them.   
 

MOTION 
Supervisor, Frank Putman made a motion to appoint the interested people, as listed and presented, to the 
NY Forward committee.  Councilman David VanArnam seconded the motion.     
 
Vote: Deputy Supervisor Chris Coffin - Aye; Councilman Shawn Macaulay – Aye; Councilmen David 
VanArnam – Aye; Supervisor Frank Putman – Aye.  Motion carried 4 Aye 
 
Executive Session: At 8:07 pm Supervisor Frank Putman made a motion to go into Executive Session for 
strategic planning purposes.  Councilman Shawn Macaulay seconded the motion.     
 
Vote: Deputy Supervisor Chris Coffin - Aye; Councilman Shawn Macaulay – Aye; Councilmen David 
VanArnam – Aye; Supervisor Frank Putman – Aye.  Motion carried 4 Aye 
 
Executive session ended at 9:05 pm with no action taken.   

  
Adjournment:   Upon motion by Supervisor Frank Putman, and seconded by Councilman Shawn Macaulay, the 
meeting was adjourned at 9:06 pm.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Minutes prepared and respectfully submitted by: 
Jill Sullivan, Town Clerk 
June 2025 


