
Town Board Meeting Minutes 
Town of Morristown 
August 12, 2025 
 
Called to Order: The meeting was called to order by Supervisor Putman at 6:00 pm. 
 
Present: Supervisor Frank Putman; Deputy Supervisor Chris Coffin; Councilman Shawn Macaulay; Councilman 
David VanArnam; Councilwoman Anita Turner. 
 
Others Present: Dean Hoffman, Highway Superintendent; Debra Pinger, Deputy Town Clerk; Lisa Thompson, 
Code Officer; Community Members.   
 
Pledge: Councilman Macaulay led the pledge, which was recited by all.    
 
Approval of Minutes: Deputy Supervisor Coffin made a motion to accept the July 9, 2025, Town Board 
meeting minutes as written. The motion was seconded by Councilman Macaulay. 
 
Vote: Councilman Macaulay – Aye; Deputy Supervisor, Coffin – Aye; Councilman VanArnam - Aye; 
Supervisor Putman – Aye; Councilwoman Turner - Aye; The Motion carried 5 Ayes.     
 
Public Comment:   
 

Kenny Moore spoke about unsightly and dangerous property on Worden Road and expressed 
frustration that a remedy is taking so long. Code Officer Thompson responded that the property of 
concern has been sold, and she is working with the new owner, who plans to demolish the structure and 
clean up the property. Council Macaulay stressed urgency in the matter. 

 
Richard Rupert of Black Lake Fish and Game reported on a change that is in process for Black Lake’s 
regulations for Northern Pike size limit from 18” to 23”, consistent with the St. Lawrence River 
Regulations. The purpose is to leave more Pike in the lake. He requested a letter from the Town Board.  

 
Councilman VanArnam made a motion to have the town write a letter of support for Frank 
Putman’s signature. It was seconded by Councilman Macaulay. 
 
Vote: Deputy Supervisor Coffin – Aye; Councilman Macaulay – Aye; Councilman VanArnam – 
Aye; Supervisor Putman – Aye.  Councilwoman Turner - Aye.  Motion carried 5 Ayes. 

 
Report from Joe Lightfoot, District 3, St. Lawrence County Board of Legislators: Lightfoot reported 
that the County voted to send a letter of agreement and approved $20,000 to expand staffing to curtail 
human trafficking and drug efforts. The county will purchase another speed trailer to monitor traffic on 
county roads. Morristown will see a small increase in workers' comp. September 15th at 5:30 p.m. will be 
the date of a public hearing for all enrolled Fire Dept. and Emergency workers to receive a 10% increase 
above the town’s 10% in contributions. Three bridges will be improved in 2026: CR 35, CR 34, and CR 
22. The County resolved to support the governor’s plan to build a Nuclear Power plant in Northern NY.  
Ogdensburg’s Transfer Station will be improved with updated equipment. Barton & Loguidice is writing 
the plan. The County is taking bids for the construction of towers for emergency services. 
 
Report on Moving Town’s CD to Community Bank from Carol Woodcock, Bookkeeper. Carol 
reports that the bank requires a signed resolution to receive the funds. The resolution was drawn up 
following a special meeting of the board on August 4th. All board members signed the resolution. Frank 
will now go to the Bank to open the account and deposit the CD. 
 
Community member Pam Sovie addressed the board regarding unsightly trash on Rt. 12 at West River 
Road, near Point Comfort. Councilman Macaulay reported that he addressed the issue with the State and 
said it is the State Highway Department that mows the area. Community members will now set up a trial 
cam and put up unofficial signs. He recommended they send a letter to the State with their concerns. 
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 ​  
Financial Reports  
 

Financial Statement: Deputy Supervisor Coffin reported that the statement is not yet complete; when it 
is finished, it will be distributed to the board.. 
 
Budget Process: Deputy Supervisor Coffin reported that Frank, Carol, Kirsten, and Chris have met on the 
budget. A Budget Workshop is scheduled for September 4th at 6 p.m. The public is welcome.  

 
 

Old Business 
 
1.​ Water Project: Matt Cooper and Taylor Jennings of Barton and Loguidice have submitted a report on the 

Water Project. The exterior of the water tower is ok, the interior has corrosion. They recommend doing the 
complete inside, but 30% of the inside is in bad shape and must be addressed. It will require $146,000 to do 
the whole inside.  

 
2.​ Turner Inn’s Liquor License: After 50 years of business, Turner’s Inn is required to apply for a new liquor 

licence instead of the renewal that was required in the past. The application has been submitted to the state.  
 

Motion: Councilman Macaulay made a motion to approve the liquor license. Supervisor Putman 
seconded.  
 
Vote: Deputy Supervisor Coffin – Aye; Councilman Macaulay – Aye; Councilmen VanArnam – 
Aye; Supervisor Putman – Aye.  Councilwoman Turner - Abstained.  Motion carried - 4 Ayes. 

 
3.​ Heating Fuel and Sand Bid: Chris Coffin reported that Dave Stout submitted the only bid for the sand this 

year. Mr. Stout could have a conflict of interest if he is the only bidder in future years because he intends to 
run for the open Town Council seat in January.  
 

Motion on the Sand Bid: Councilman VanArnam made a motion to change the Sand agreement to a 
3-year contract. Councilman Macaulay seconded. 

 
Vote: Deputy Supervisor Coffin – Aye; Councilman Macaulay – Aye; Councilman VanArnam – 
Aye; Supervisor Putman – Aye.  Councilwoman Turner - Aye.  Motion carried 5 Ayes. 
 
Motion on the Heating Fuel Bid: Councilman VanArnam motioned heating fuel as a one-year 
agreement. Chris Coffin seconded. 
 
Vote: Deputy Supervisor Coffin – Aye; Councilman Macaulay – Aye; Councilmen VanArnam – 
Aye; Supervisor Putman – Aye.  Councilwoman Turner - Aue..  Motion carried 5 Ayes. 

 
The board directed to advertise for bids as soon as possible. 

 
4.​ Pavilion at Bayside Park: Supervisor Putman and Hwy Supervisor Dean Hoffman reported that the town 

plans to lay a cement pad at Bayside Park this fall in preparation for the Spring construction of an open-air 
building. There was some discussion of the dimensions, which have not been finalized. The Morristown 
Gateway Museum and the Morristown Promotions groups are OK with the construction of the Pavilion, 
following assurances that it will leave enough room for the large River Lights display. 

 
5.​ Accessor: The town will begin to advertise for an open position of Accssor because the current term ends at 

the end of September. Supervisor Putman comments that he hopes the current Accessor, James Snyder, Town  
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6.​ applies. The Town’s intention is for rates to stay where they are currently and not decline. Haste in advertising 

the position was urged. 
 
Department Reports  
 

Dean Hoffman, Highway Superintendent, reported that sidewalk paving and road improvements have 
been completed as planned. The department will take possession of a new pickup next week. Water leaks 
at the Condos have been fixed. He asked Morristown Gateway Museum to be careful with signage about 
parking at concerts, not to remove it too quickly. 
 
Lisa Thompson, Code Officer, reported that 8 notices for vehicles have been completed. One notice 
went to court and is complete, as well. The NYS has adopted new building codes, which do not include 
electrical. 
 
Deb Pinger, Communications Director, reported that Morristown Local, the local newsletter, is growing 
and receiving positive comments. The town’s URL is changing from .org to .gov to comply with state 
regulations. Supervisor Putman thanked Deputy Supervisor Coffin for originating the idea and Deb Pinger 
for the follow-through. 
 

 
Other: 

Supervisor Puman reported that United Helpers has requested a letter of support to construct a new 
beach, as they are seeking grants. The board determined not to write a letter, as this is outside of 
Morristown’s area. 
 
Supervisor Putman has received a request from the Pinski Law Group looking for ambulance 
service for the Village of Carthage. The board approved the letter of support. 
 
The Town has received a request for proposals to participate in a NY State Solar Program (which we 
are a part of) to get a reduction of 10% in National Grid bills. Frank will check into this. 
  
Summer Flower Maintenance: There is no one to water town flowers on Fridays, Saturdays, and 
Sundays. Frank requested funding to hire someone to do this for the remainder of the season. The board 
voted against funding the position. 
 
Old Dock Footings, currently owned by Ted Phillips: Councilwoman Turner, on behalf of a constituent, 
asked that the footings be removed. The board noted that this has now happened. 
 
Bathymetric Study: Annemarie Fitzrandolf reported that Ted Phillips has spent $7,000 for a bathymetric 
study to determine where the bedrock is in the bay, so plans can be made for dredging. She suggested that 
the Town spend $4,250 to extend the study to include Town property as it will be cheaper now that the 
crews and equipment are here for Phillip’s study. 

 
Motion: Councilman Macaulay motioned to spend the money to extend the study. Deputy 
Supervisor Coffin seconded. 
 
Vote: Deputy Supervisor Coffin – Aye; Councilman Macaulay – Aye; Councilman 
VanArnam – Aye; Supervisor Putman – Aye.  Councilwoman Turner - Aye.  Motion carried 
5 Ayes. 

 
 



Adjournment: Councilman VanArnam motioned to adjourn the meeting. Supervisor Putman second.  
Vote: All councilmembers voted to adjourn. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:35 p.m. 
Minutes prepared and respectfully submitted by: 
Debra Pinger, Deputy Town Clerk 
August,  2025 


