
Assessor's Report – Aug 2026 

 

STAR 

The St. Lawrence County Assessor’s Offices and Tax Aides are actively reviewing the STAR #7 
and #8 reports. Property owners who have questions or concerns regarding their STAR 
registration or eligibility are encouraged to contact the Assessor’s Office by phone, email, or in 
person. We have welcomed quite a few property owners to the Morristown office for assistance, 
and in-person support has been an effective way to answer questions, provide support, and 
resolve issues. 

New York State expects to begin issuing STAR credits to eligible homeowners in the 
Morristown School District in September, with credits continuing to be issued over the course of 
several weeks. Property owners can check the status of their STAR credit through the Property 
Credit Lookup. Information for accessing the website, hotline, and online portal is posted on our 
bulletin board in the Municipal office – 604 Main Street, and can be obtained at any time by 
contacting me via email, phone, or in person.  

ORPTS Sales Report 

Between now and Friday, August 28, my Tax Aide and I will be reviewing Morristown’s 
property sales data by ORPTS (Office of Real Property Tax Services) to ensure that each sale has 
been evaluated in accordance with the applicable sales usability criteria. What is called an 
“exclusion determination” will be made for each real property transfer in order to identify 
whether it meets the criteria for use in ORPTS studies and programs.  This review helps ensure 
that the sales being used reflect true market conditions here in Morristown, and helps us to 
maintain accurate assessment statistics, including the Residential Assessment Ratio (RAR) and 
equalization rate.  

This will involve reviewing family or related-party transactions, estate or trust transfers, 
foreclosures, tax sales, bankruptcies, divorces, government or lending-institution involvement, 
unusual deed interests, properties not exposed to the open market, and other circumstances that 
may have affected the sale price. 

If you are aware of any recent sales that were not conducted at arm’s length, please do not 
hesitate to contact me to share that information. Examples may include sales involving unusual 
terms or circumstances, such as the buyer agreeing to pay the seller’s back taxes, private 
agreements between the buyer and seller, sales between family members or related parties, or 
other situations where the sale price may not reflect the property’s true market value. This 
information is helpful in determining whether a sale should be considered usable for assessment 
purposes. Please note that providing this information does not penalize the buyer or seller; rather, 
it helps ensure that sales data used in the assessment process accurately reflects true market 
conditions. Thank you for your assistance.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Enzu Kennedy 


